
Payment of subsidies under the measure for biological farming 
also began at the end of the month. Nearly BGN 4 M has been 
transferred to over 400 farm owners who applied for aid under 
“Biological bee farming” section alone. Stage-by-stage subsidy 
payment is pending under the remaining section – “Biological 
crop farming” and “Biological animal farming”, as well as 
transfer of subsidies under the two divisions of the measure 
“A“Agri-environment and climate” from the Rural development 
program for the period 2014-2020.

State Fund Agriculture paid subsidies to 371 young 
farmers under measure 112 “Setting up of young farmers” 
amounting to BGN 9,080,300, and to 161 users under 
measure 141 “Supporting semi-subsistence farms 
undergoing restructuring” amounting to BGN 474,400.

state fund Agriculture lowered the interest 
rate for new credits in agriculture. The annual 
interest rate for new credits is lowered from 5 
to 4 percent.  The lowered interest terms will 
be applied to three investment schemes for 
crediting.  Applicants under Credit scheme for 
investments in agriculture, Scheme for 
crcrediting persons with approved projects under 
the National program for bee-keeping for the 
three-year period 2014-2016 (NPB) and the 
Scheme for crediting with funds from the State 
fund “Agriculture” for projects under the 
Scheme for state aid “Investments for 
construction of commercial premises and 
purchasing opurchasing of commercial equipment for 
agricultural producers performing direct 
deliveries of small quantities of raw materials 
and food products of animal origin” will be 
able to take advantage of them.

 1.5 million BGN in 
insurance of agricultural 

produce
The budget for 2016 under the Scheme for state 
aid for co-financing of insurance premiums for 
agricultural produce insurance is BGN 1.5 
million. The purpose of the aid is to 
encourage small and medium businesses, farm 
owners growing fruit, vegetables, essential oil 
crops and tobacco to use voluntary insurance 
ofof agricultural produce against unfortunate 
climate events which can be considered natural 
disasters, and other unfortunate climate 
events, by partly compensating the cost of the 
insurance policy.
The maximum amount of the aid which can 
be received by one farm owner is up to 65% of 
the insurance premium value. The total budget 
for insurance of agricultural produce for the 
entire effective period of the scheme 
(2015-2020) is BGN 21 million.

Nearly BGN 784,000 was paid for development of fishing 
areas in different regions of Bulgaria. Local initiative fishing 
groups are implementing projects for improvements of the 
communities’ living environment, such as reconstruction 
and repair of libraries in seaside cities, financing a musical 
festival, organization of promotional events and seminars, 
creating and furnishing a tourist village, machines and 
re-equipment ore-equipment of a trout farm.

In February, State fund “Agriculture” – payment agency, paid 
BGN 3.6 million under projects within the Operational 
Program for the Bulgarian Fisheries Sector (OPBFS) 
2007-2013.
NeaNearly BGN 2.8 million was transferred for three projects 
implemented under measure “Productive investments in 
aquaculture”. The financed projects are for production of 
biomass from seaweed, reconstruction and modernization of 
earth basins, development of combined fisheries for carp and 
catfish farming. 
A plan A plan for environmental preservation in large fisheries is 
developed under the aqua-environment measure within the 
program. 

Payment of funds under the schemes for State aid for humane treatment of pigs and poultry will be done once 
annually or in tranches depending on the category of animals.

State Fund AgriculturE paid 
almost 3.6 million BGN in the 

Fisheries Sector

SFA transferred 131 million BGN in direct payments to farmers

FISHERIES

56 million BGN provided for humane treatment of poultry and pigs

ANIMAL WELFARE

State Fund Agriculture fund is providing BGN 56 million in 2016 under 
schemes for State aid for humane treatment of pigs and poultry. 
Payment will be provided in 2016 for swine mothers and piglets for 
battening, whereas the scheme supports farmers for implementation of 
voluntarily undertaken commitments for humane treatment of animals. 
Expenses are covered for farmers exceeding the standards for humane 
treatment of pigs. 

State aid for implementation of voluntarily 
commitments for humane treatment of poultry is applied 
up to the end of 2017. The aid covers expenses made and 
lost profit related to the commitment for humane 
treatment of birds undertaken for at least 5 years. The 
Managing board of the “Agriculture” fund has approved a 
financial resource under this state aid for the amount of 
BGN 28,000,000 BGN 28,000,000 for 2016. 
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In February, State fund Agriculture transferred BGN 131 million to 
Bulgarian agricultural producers under schemes and measures 
from direct payments.
 Nearly BGN 81 million was received by 36,021 farmers under 
sub-measures in compensation payments in mountain areas and in 
other regions affected by substantial natural handicaps. 
TThe Fund also paid over BGN 46 M to 10,511 agricultural 
producers under the payments measure Natura 2000 and the 
Frame directive for waters from the Rural development program 
(RDP) 2014-2020. 


