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million euro in food supplies will be
distributed in 2013 as part of the EU
Charity programme SFA administers.

18

million euro more have been allocated
for direct payments in 2013 than in 
2012.

80

In Millions

per cent of the Rural Development
Programme budget for the 2007 -2013
period has been paid out.54

per cent is the budget contracting under
the Rural Development Programme for 
the 2007-2013 period.77

In Per cent

Paulownia tree Four of the approved projects under measure 121 in 
February plan on growing the Paulownia tree. The 
beneficiaries will receive more than 2.27 mln. euro. 
The plant is known as one of the fastest growing trees 
in the world. It can reach its fully mature stage of 
15-20 meters just in 8-10 years. The rapid growth of 
the tree is very suitable for obtaining large quantities 
of biomass in a short time.of biomass in a short time.

A total of 15 RDP measures will be overcontracted in 2013. The 
goal is to guarantee the full absorption of RDP funds at the end of 
the programme period. Taken into consideration were both the high 
interest from potential candidates and unclaimed funds from
uncompleted projects.

Overcontracting in the Rural Development Programme

The funds are paid to farmers who grew tobacco during any year in 
the 2007-2009 referential period. They are not required to continue 
growing tobacco, but need to declare that they are still involved in 
agriculture.

Tobacco growers to receive €37 million at the end of March 

SFA will conclude payments under all schemes of direct support in 
the first half of April when it pays farmers with appeals that were 
approved by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food. The first part of 
the payments was completed in February.

Direct payments for Campaign 2012 reach €440 million

Upcoming

29

              Last day to apply
              for compensation    
              for crops of winter
              rapeseed that was
completely destroyed in 
2012 due to freezing. 

25

               End of the  
               application period
               for state aid for the
               humane treatment
of poultry and pigs. Farmers of poultry and pigs. Farmers 
voluntarily take on 5-year 
commitments under these 
support measures.

In March

Preparing for the new programme period

The European Parliament agreed on a key amendment during the voting for 
a new Common Agricultural Policy in March. According to the new 
regulation, member states can distribute 15% of their direct payments 
package to schemes and measures coupled to production.
“This will help branches such as stockbreeding and plant growing in 
Bulgaria and allow us to maintain the highest possible levels of funding”, 
said SFA Executive Director Rumen Porozhanov.

The EU Parliamant also voted to make the ceiling for direct paymentsThe EU Parliamant also voted to make the ceiling for direct payments
300 000 euro. Additionally, the new scheme for support of the beekeeping 
sector will pay out funds per bee family instead of per bee hive.
  
“As for Axis II, which includes the Rural Development Programme, we have 
to take into consideration the mistakes from the past programme period. One 
such oversight was the lack of a measure that supports investments in 
irrigation”, said Porozhanov.

Top Story

In March, State Fund Agriculture will finish processing all 700 submitted projects under Measure 121: 
Modernisation of agricultural holdings from the Rural Development Programme (RDP). The measure 
improves the competitiveness of Bulgarian agriculture by helping farmers purchase new equipment and 
introduce new technological solutions. It is among the most popular measures in the Bulgarian RDP 
with a total budget of 395 877 538 euro.

SFA Executive Director 
Rumen Porozhanov
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