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will reach by 2016.
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period under RDP measure 311,
which begins in May.

million euro will be the 
budget for the application45

In Millions

This year’s budget for the Bulgarian Charity Programme is 19 
million euro. It will be used for purchasing food products to be 
distributed to the most vulnerable social groups.

A total of 30 companies submitted documents for participation in 
the Charity Programme this year. The positive news is that there 
was a big number of producers who applied. “In past years, the 
majority of the candidates were middlemen who bought and resold 
products,” said Hristina Karamfilova, director of SFA’s Arable 
Crops Department, at the public opening of the offers. 

Charity Programme 2013

MAY

JUNE

JULY

APRIL M122: Improving the economic value of forests

M311: Diversification into non-agricultural activities

M114: Consulting services for farmers and forest owners

M312: Support for the development of micro-enterprises

M121: Modernisation of agricultural holdings

M112: Setting up of young farmers

M141: Supporting semi-subsistence farms

M123: Adding value to agricultural and forestry products

M313: Encouragement of tourism activities

M321: Basic services for the economy and rural population

M322: Village renewal and development

Eleven RDP measures open in 2013

“The best about SFA is that 
we are specialised and 
absolutely depoliticised. Our 
main task is to manage the 
absorption of funds following 
the EU’s rules,” said Rumen 
Porozhanov, SFA executive 
directordirector for Europolitics. “But, of 
course, we are part of the 
Bulgarian administration and 
thus we depend on its 
financial state. At present, we 
don’t have liquidity problems. 
In the beginning of April, we 
received 430 million euro as received 430 million euro as 
reimbursement from the 
EAGF and we expect 280 
million euro from the 
EAFRD* for the last quarter 
of 2012.”

*The EC has already transferred these 
280 million euro to SFA’s budget

Interview

Fruit and vegetable producers 
received 90.5 euro per tonne of 
tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, 
apples, cherries, peaches or 
appricots. Eligible for the funds 
were growers who have 
received a certification of 
quality for their production. quality for their production. 
This specific support scheme 
was implemented for the first 
time in 2012/2013. 

SFA paid out the subsidies
for quality production

Applications under the National 
Programme for Supporting the 
Vine and Wine Sector will be 
accepted till June 20th. The new 
deadline will allow more farmers 
to participate. This year’s budget 
amounts to 26 million euro and 
can be used for restcan be used for restructuring of 
vines, crop insurance and 
promotion. The funds are 
supplied entirely by the EU.

Extended application period
for vine growers

The European Commission 
adopted a strategy for the 
implementation of the School 
Fruit Scheme in 2013/2014. 
Bulgaria will receive 50% more 
than the initially allocated 
budget. The funds will be used 
to include 20 000 more kids in to include 20 000 more kids in 
the programme. Thus, the total 
number of children for the new 
campaign will reach 200 000.

Extra funding for the
School Fruit Scheme

                                       In Brief

Another good development is that the European Commission (EC) approved Bulgaria’s petition to 
transfer €262 359 570 to three RDP measures that finance the renewal of municipal infrastructure 
and the modernization of food enterprises. The measures are 321: Basic services for the economy and 
rural population, 322: Village renewal and development, and 123: Adding value to agricultural and forestry 
products. The EC decision gives the green light to 161 municipal projects under measures 321 and 
322, which were conditionally approved last year. 

State Fund Agriculture(SFA) plans to contract up to 300 million euro over the Rural Development 
Programme (RDP) budget. The goal is to guarantee maximum absorption while considering the 
expected per cent of unrealized projects. As of April, SFA has committed 80% of all RDP 
resources. The remaining funds are under the so called green measures and Measure 311: Diversification 
into non-agricultural activities. The budget for green measures will be claimed by grain growers for crop 
rotation in the next few months. Measure 311 will also be closed in 2013.

Bulgaria will contract over 100% of its RDP budget in 2013

Top Story

SFA paid out approximately 36 million euro in Complementary National 
Direct Payments for Tobacco. More than 40 000 tobacco producers 
received the money. The aid is paid out per kilogram of tobacco grown and 
sold in the years 2007-2009. 

07April 2013
Newsletter


