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million euro was the overall funding 
paid out by SFA under the SAPS
during Campaign 2012.

462

In Millions

per cent of a beekeeper’s approved subsidy 
can be taken out as a loan directly from 
SFA before the project is implemented.

75

In Per cent

The South American tomato moth (Tuta absoluta) mostly feeds 
on tomatoes, but can attack potato, eggplant, tobacco and other 
crops. It can cause a yield loss of up to 100%. The insect first 

appeared in Europe around 2006 and later spread to Morocco, Algeria, Libya and other 
countries. In Bulgaria, it was identified in 2009 in the Plovdiv region using pheromone 
traps.

SFA will be compensating farmers’ expenses against the tomato 
pest Tuta absoluta Meyrick. Candidates have until October 31 to 
submit applications in SFA’s regional offices. The scheme’s 
budget is 512 000 euro and will cover up to 100% of the cost for 
purchasing pesticides.

Help Against Pests

Rice growers in Bulgaria will receive state aid for the first time after 
SFA’s Board of Directors approved a new financial support 
scheme. Its budget is 208 000 euro and will cover expenses for 
irregation. SFA experts are currently working on the terms and 
conditions for application which will be announced soon.

Support for Irregation of Rice Plantations

Fruit and vegetable producers may unite in organizations and receive  
accreditation and subsidies from State Fund Agriculture.
Applications for accreditation and investment proposals can be 
submitted from May 22 to June 14. Approved organizations will 
have part of their investment expenses covered.

Accreditation of Producer Organizations

State Fund Agriculture’s regional structures are accepting applications 
for cofinancing premiums for insuring agricultural production. The 
budget for 2013 is 248 000 euro. It will cover part of the expenses for 
insuring crops against hail, torrential rain, flood, storm and frost.

Cofinancing Insurance Premiums

Application Periods

23

Was the last day to 
apply for direct 
payments without 
penalties. A subsidy 

deduction of 1% for each
day will be enforced on late
applications.

15

                End of application 
                period under RDP 
                measure 114:  
               Consulting services for 
  farmers and forest owners. The   
  budget is 433 786 euro.

In May

Projects for guest houses and horseriding complexes
 receive money from the RDP

Rural tourism is a relatively small branch of Bulgaria’s tourism industry, but has been growing in 
popularity in recent years. Small family inns are a good alternative to big hotels and crowded resorts and 
bring much needed income and employment opportunities to villages. By encouraging the development 
of integrated tourism, measures 311 and 312 bring life into rural areas and also preserve Bulgarian village 
traditions.

Until May 31, farmers and micro 
enterprises can apply under 
measures 311: Diversification into 
non-agricultural activities and 312: 
Support for the creation and development 
of micro enterprises from the Rural 
Development Programme (RDP). 
TheThe overall budget for this 
application period is 72 million euro.

So far, State Fund Agriculture (SFA) has contracted close to €183 million under those measures. Nearly 
half of this money, or €89 487 145, will go to projects for developing rural tourism. Beneficiaries are 
planning to use the funds for building guesthouses or small family hotels and purchasing equipment to 
organize sports activities, bicycle rides, open-air cinema, etc. Other candidates choose to invest in small 
food stores, vehicle repair, car wash and rental businesses.  

Top Story

At the end of April, State Fund Agriculture transferred an additional 31.7 million euro to 78 177 
farmers under the Single Area Payment Scheme (SAPS). The payments reflect the updated information 
on eligible lands, as well as resolved cases of overlapping land declared for support. After the last 
calculations, the final support rate reached about 135 euro per hectare. 
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