
By the end of February the life-stock 
breeders, who have utilized loan funds 
to purchase fodder may request 
rescheduling of loans received in the 
period 2008-2010, and in 2012. Farmers, 
who in business year 2014/2015 have 
been keeping animals of the same 
didirection, for which they have received 
the loan, and who have a registered 
holding, may benefit from this 
opportunity. 

One of the first measures of the new 
RDP, under which applications can 
already be submitted in Bulgaria, 
focuses on the development of farms 
and enterprises in the agricultural 
sector. It is expected the contracts with 
the approved candidates under the 
Sub-measuSub-measure "Starting Support for 
Young Farmers" to be signed by the 
middle of February. The budget for this 
support for young farmers is EUR 35 
million. 

Over 19 million BGN for restructuring and 
conversion of vineyards

SFA provides over 4.4 million BGN for the 
beekeeping sector

In 2015 over BGN 3.3 billion have been injected in the Bulgarian agriculture 

Decoupled Transitional Support  for cattle 
Single payment scheme (SAPS)
Compensatory payments in mountain areas (Less Favoured Areas -LFA1)
Agri- environment and climate - measure 10 (RDP 2014-2020)
Organic farming - measure 11 (RDR 2014-2020)
CompensatoCompensatory payments for other areas affected by other  constraints (Less 
Favoured Areas – LFA2)
Natura 2000 and Water Framework Directive payments  - measure 12.
Coupled Support Scheme for vegetables
Coupled Support Scheme for vegetables
Coupled Support Scheme for vegetables – greenhouse production
Coupled Support Scheme for protein crops (Protein crops scheme - PCS)
TTobacco (decoupled)
Redistributive payment scheme 
Payment scheme for agricultural practices that are beneficial for the climate 
and the environment – green direct payments 
Special payment for crop - cotton
Young farmers scheme 
Scheme for small farmers 

TOTOTAL: Direct payments and RDP
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The financial support, which the 
farmers will receive for processing and 
marketing of agricultural production, is 
EUR 100 million. The reception under 
this sub-measure ended in the middle 
of December. The consideration of the 
submitted projects will be finalized in 
the beginning othe beginning of February. Within the 
framework of this reception, costs for 
integrated projects and for projects for 
collective investment were not eligible 
for support, with the exception of costs 
for collective investments, submitted by 
recognized groups/organizations of 

By the end of January the farmers 
who apply under the coupled support 
schemes for fruits and vegetables and 
for vegetables - greenhouse 
production should prove to State Fund 
Agriculture that their production has 
actually been marketed. The support 
shall be shall be granted per hectare, on the 
basis of the received applications for 
direct support in Campaign 2015.

Over BGN 19 million are envisaged as an indicative budget 
for financial year 2016 for support of projects for the 
restructuring and conversion of vineyards. The applications 
under the measure of the National Support Programme in 
the Wine Sector 2014-2018 will be received till the end of 
January.
TThe measure is intended to support activities for 
restructuring and conversion of vineyards. Owners, 
leaseholders or tenant farmers of areas under vines 
registered as a vineyard, who hold a Certificate of eligibility, 
issued by the Executive Agency on Vine and Wine, may 
apply for support under this measure. 
TThe National Vine and Wine Programme will be 
implemented as a financial instrument in Bulgaria by 2018. 
It is financed by the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund 
(EAGF) and its aim is to increase the competitiveness of the 
Bulgarian vine-growers. 

By the end of the previous year over 2000 applications were 
received for support under the National Beekeeping 
Programme (NBP) 2014-2016 for about BGN 7.7 million. The 
available budget for the program for 2016 is in the amount of 
BGN 4,431,526. 
State Fund AState Fund Agriculture announced the first-round ranking of 
the candidates for support under Measure D - Measures to 
support the restocking of hives in the Community, the aid 
amount totalling BGN 1,486,526, of which amount 543,263 is 
the budget intended for purchasing of hives, BGN 543,263 - 
for maintaining and increasing the bee colonies, BGN 
400,000 - for purchasing of queen bees. 
TThe first contracts under the other measures of the program 
have already been signed: Measure A - Technical assistance 
to beekeepers and groupings of beekeepers, with a budget of 
BGN 350,000, Measure B - Control of varroasis - providing 
BGN 2,200,000 for absorption, Measure C - Measures to 
support laboratories carrying out analyses of the 
physico-chemical properties of honey – BGN 55,000, and 
MeasuMeasure E - Cooperation with specialised bodies for the 
implementation of applied research programmes in the field 
of beekeeping and apiculture products - with  financial 
support of BGN 300,000. 

 TOP STORY

The management of the State Fund Agriculture - Paying 
agency provided information on the implementation of 
the European Agricultural Funds during the past 
programming period 2007 - 2013. The event of SFA was 
attended by the Prime Minister Boyko Borissov and the 
Minister of Agriculture and Food Desislava Taneva.
TThe Prime Minister Borissov congratulated the team 
with its excellent results: "I wanted to come personally, 
to tell you that you all did wonders and deserve to be 
commended. I congratulate you also for the strict 
financial corrections, because SFA is under the close 
watch of Brussels and therefore you must be ruthless. 
Continue in the same vein – correct and disqualify the non-complying candidates - this makes us and Europe trust 
you. Actually, the final result is billions of funds for those who work honestly and fairly". 
The Prime Minister added that the fund was safeguarded against the huge political appetite for changes and 
rearrangement. 
"I "I would like to congratulate all colleagues - we worked in good and constant communication, thanks to which the 
results have come”, said Minister Taneva. "The agricultural sector can expect direct support of nearly EUR 1,800 
billion European subsidies in 2016, as well as BGN 300 million from the national budget that have been allocated 
for financial support under various schemes and measures" said Minister Taneva. 
""We live in times of enormous challenges. The geopolitical disputes have a great economic effect on the 
agricultural industry. The challenge before us this year is the available support funds to be allocated in the best 
possible way, which will produce the highest results. Money are not a panacea - we are actually in a precarious 
situation and the issue now is to find the best solutions, to administer them properly, the way SFA did this last year, 
so that we can deliver best value for money and support the sector", summarized Desislava Taneva.
TThe Executive Director Rumen Porozhanov made a presentation, focusing on the record 99% absorption of the 
agricultural funds by the Paying agency in 2015. The amounts paid out under the various schemes and measures of 
the Direct Payments scheme, the Rural Development Programme, Operational Programme “Fisheries 
Development”, agricultural market mechanisms, state aid, etc. exceed BGN 3.3 billion. State Fund Agriculture has 
realized a serious rise in payments - only in 2015 it has paid out around BGN 850 million more funds as compared 
to the previous year. The main rise in payments, when comparing the two years, is namely under the RDP, focused 
PoPorozhanov, and added that the annual budget intended for direct payments continues to increase.
SFA has considered over 3,000 applications only during the last 3 months and the exceptional efforts that were made 
have contributed to the positive assessment at the start of the new year.
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