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New direct payment schemes will be introduced for Bulgarian farmers in 
2015. ‘Experts from the Ministry of Agriculture and Food and the State 
Fund Agriculture are in the process of developing the method of 
implementation for the schemes to open in the beginning of March,’ said 
Rumen Porozhanov, SFA Executive Director in an interview for the Trud 
Newspaper.Young farmers are expected to receive up to additional 25% 
over the base subsidy for the first 300 daa. 
RRedistributive payment is another new scheme to be implemented in 
Bulgaria for the first time. 
‘Small ‘Small farmers will receive area payments for cultivating a minimum of 5 
daa. This is an individual subsidy of between € 500 and € 1,250, 
depending on farm size,’ pointed out Rumen Porozhanov. Farmers who 
have submitted their applications during this year’s cycle will receive the 
same subsidies until the end of the programming period, i.e. 2020, under 
requirement to sustain their farms and cultivate the land.  
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Farmers will receive area payments of around BGN 40 per decare. Almost 100,000 agricultural producers will 
benefit from the aid. Payments per decare will amount to BGN 27, payable in January, and BGN 12.38, due in 
the spring. The transfer of subsidies will be made in two installments, the first one totalling BGN 850-900 
million, expected to take place between 25 and 30 January. Reimbursement from the European Commission 
should take place by 5 March 2015. 
TThe second installment, adding to about BGN 150 million, will also include redistributive payment for the first 
300 daa. Amounts are expected to be credited to farmers’ accounts by the end of March or in the beginning of 
April.

NEW PROJECTS

Nine promotion projects amounting to over BGN 42 million 
are currently being processed at the State Fund Agriculture. 
They include proposals on promoting Bulgarian wine, white 
and yellow cheese, fresh fruit, canned vegetables, 
marmalades, and others. Project durations are between one 
and three years, the goal being to advertise a variety of 
agricultural products and foodstuffs, as well as their 
prproduction methods. 
Viable promotion practices involve wine and food tasting, 
supermarket and store promotional deals, organization of 
competitions, participation in trade fairs, national and 
international exhibitions, media publications, PR 
campaigns, etc. 

Promotions of over BGN 42 million •   Promotion of mutton and sheep 
cheese project with a total value of 
nearly BGN 7 million will be launched 
this year. Contract signing is expected 
soon. The project’s implementation term 
is three years.

••   BGN 134 million is the approximate 
budget of the National Program for 
Development of the Vine and Wine 
Sector 2014-2018. The four program 
measures include restructuring and 
converting vineyards, promoting 
Bulgarian wine, investing in enterprises, 
and and green harvesting.

IN BRIEF

The program reached 2,239 schools and kindergartens and 319,808 children from 
the target group in the 2013/2014 school year. This is kindergarten goers and first 
to fourth graders inclusive. BGN 8,244,484.55 (exclusive of VAT) were provided for 
fruit and vegetables.
    In the 2014/2015 period the anticipated number of educational institutions and 
target group children is 2,898 and 403,289, respectively. Each child is to receive 
fresh fruit and vegetables at a cost of BGN 27.29 (exclusive of VAT). The total 
value of the program is BGN 11.9 million, with 410 applicants approved to deliver 
fresh fruit and vegetables to children education institutions within the ongoing 
campaign.
TThe EC has planned to allocate funds for accompanying measures within the 
2014-2020 programming period. Their budget for 2015 is BGN 741,985.34 with 
additional BGN 168,426.12 from the total scheme budget allocated for information 
activities. 

School Fruit European Program

TThe measures include promotion of healthy eating habits in the form of 
competitions, talks, happenings, food tasting initiatives with the participation of 
actors, singers, animators, cooks; discussions on healthy food and living with 
diet experts, physicians, prominent athletes etc. Further events include visiting 
orchards or vegetable gardens, acquisition of gardening skills and organization 
of healthy cooking courses; creation of a test field of crops to be taken care of 
by the children. The cost of seedlings, tools, materials, etc. is included in the 
budget.  budget.  

BGN 129 million in grants were 
paid by the SFA to 
stock-breeders for raising cattle, 
buffalo, suckler cows, dairy 
cows, suckler sheep and suckler 
goats within the 2014 campaign.

50% is the reduction in losses 
under the Rural Development 
Program for 2014. With initial 
forecasts of € 110-120 million, 
the amount shrank to a little 
over € 50 million.

      IN PERCENT IN MILLIONS

BGN 401 million were paid to 
beneficiaries under  
Agri-environmental payments and 
the measures for disadvantaged 
regions, and Nature 2000 within the 
2014 campaign.


